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WASHINGTON — The CIA 101d the
Senate Select Commirttee o Intellj-,
gence yestercay that no ClA officers
were in contact wit any member of
paramilitary or-
“ganization ‘before two of the group’s
‘members were killed Sept. 1 in a

helicopter crash ip Nicaregua.

. The committee was briefed by rep-
resedietives of the CIA and the De
“fense Department abou{ the helicop-
“ler . crash
anti<ommunist group, Civilian Mili-
lary Assisiance. Afierward, the com-

~Tiltee said it was trying to deter-
© ine whether the US government

- wes olficially
< dent

t

I'S
»

iovolved in the incj-

Two members of Civilian Military

. Assistznce, Dana Herbert Pzrker Jr.
» of Huntsville, Ale. znd James Powe]]

» 3d of Memphis, Tenn. were killed

-
[

< _rebels.
. he Mzrxist-led government of Nica-

- when 2 zilitary Kelicopter crashed

during ep operztion by ClA-backed

Known es. coniras, fightin
ragua. T
The intelligence comminee siate-

- nent quoted Cl4 representatives as

’e

;7 discleiming zny

A relationship’

- with Civilian Milita 7Y Assistanceand .

= seying the agency “ha

involving the private ..

" studying US,
» America said American

50 involye. - Delense and the Tressury zlso are
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“ment™in the fatal mission. = .
"ClA officials also stateg that they .

bad no advance Knowledge of the
-specific missjop, although they were
aware of 2 group of US. volunteers
subseguently identified as the *Cjvil-
jan Military Assistance.’ However, no
ClA officers were in contact with any
member of Civilian Military. Assist-

2nce prior 1o the ill-fated mission_

the committee said.

- The - statement said Sen Ba.m .

Goldwater (R.,- Ariz.), ‘chairmen of
the commitiee, sdmonished mem-

ipg not 10 use it as a forum for
enacking the two volunteers who
.died. . : :

‘bers at the outset of the closed meet- |

“They both were velerans of the '

Vietnam' Wer" Goldwater was
quoted ‘as saying..*l believe they
were men doing what they thought
was right Whether or not they made
2 good decision here, they bave paid v
for it with their lives, and we shouid
be mindfu] of thay” o

Meenwhile, a congressional czucus
policies in Centra)
officials may
bave violated the Us. Neutrality Act
and three other Jaws i connection
with the incident. -

The Departments of Széz-e,'.mstice, :

investigating whether any US. jews

or. regulations have’ been -violated. -

- The congressional caucns consists ;

135 Housé'and Senate’Wembers, : Xp . g :
: K2 - Vicing militery training to the“con-

~most ©of them Democrats-~% -+ -

The report on the activities of Ci.

. vilian Military Assistance weas jssued

‘as an addendum 1o 2 S0-page-report
analyzing possible -vioclations of lew
by US. officials Carrying outthe Res-
‘gan administration’s policies in Cen-
ral Amerjcaricie i s L
=" The'report said-there appeared 1o
"be a “far-reaching and inclusjve”
patternin which “numerous individ.
ual Jews have been violated.”

Rep. Jim Leach (R, lowa) the czu.

~.cus chairman, said, “The United
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States has escaped major terrorism
because we are a law-abiding nation. ]

+and the CIA
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STAT

If our government fails 1o zbjde by
the law, it will provide an incentive
for others — including terrorists —
o follow sujt.” . . '
The authors of the study said,
“This report is concerped with the
actions of US. policymakers, not ‘pri-.

~ vale citizens."If,- however, US. offi- .
cials were lax .ip enforcing certaip .

laws, or actually assisted private citi-
zens who were in violation of .the
law, then those actions become rele
vant to the report, and especielly to
copgressional debate,” -

The US. Neutrality Act prohibiis”

private suppori or pariicipation in
milltery expeditions egzinst foreign
governments thst are a; pezce with
the United States.

“Although the governments of the
US. znd Nicaragua zre far {from
friendly, they do contirue to have -
Giplomatic relations, and no declara-
tion of wear hes beep asserted,” the
Teport said. -

“The apparent failure of US. offi-
ciels 1o halt the activities of CMA or
other groups sending cesh and aid 10
the contras edds strengih to the case
that the Neutrzlity Act Dazy be being
violated.” )

" The caucus said Civiljap Military
Assistance evidently had fajled 10
obiein Decessary export licenses for
such jtems as ammunition clips and
-camouflage uniforms and may have’
violated licensing Tequirements for
‘export of “defense services” by pro-

tres.
The atthors cited Teports that a
US. Army officer in Sap Salvador

. served as laison between the organij-

zetion and the Salvadorap army.
. They said the Defense Department

in the
take &ctjon,

iuon's agctivities
- failed 10

ew of the organiza-}
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